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Anti-tobacco forces seize upper hand 














































































fanners: the rest would indude 
wholesalers and retailers. 

Danny McKinney, chief execu¬ 
tive officer of the Lexington hurley 
co-op, said that he doubts the final 
tax will be excessive. 

"I believe we can beat it back 
from $2 to $1, without question, and 
I think we have a chance to beat it 
back to the 40- or 50-cent range,* he 
said. 

Andrews aide Jeff Patterson dis¬ 
agrees. “When the president is ask¬ 
ing for $2 a pack, 1 think that 
shows there's a lot of support far 
this." 

Indeed, a recent Tane/CNN poll 
found that 63 percent of Americans 
favor a $1 tax an a pack of 
cigarettes. 

Northup's plan, meanwhile, 
would put a basic 3-cent tax on all 
tobacco products sold in Kentucky; 
there now is a 3-cent-a-pack tax on 
cigarettes but no tax on chewing 
tobacco cigars or pipe tobacco. 

Northup would levy a higher 
tax on cigarettes using 10 percent 
or more imported t o ba cco . 

Name-brand cigarettes uae 


about 10 percent imports, she said, 
and cheaper brands uk as much as 
SO percent. 

The plan, similar to one 
Northup pushed last winter, could 
produce revenue of $60 million the 
first year, with at least some of the 
money going to develop new food 
industries in Kentucky. 

fiut the search far economically 
viable alternative crops has been 
futile, said Lany D. Janet an agri- 
cultural economist at the University 
of Kentucky. 

The truth is there are none," he 
said. 

Ranidn, the Jessamine County 
fanner, said he grosses $225 an acre 
from com but grosses about $5j000 
an acre from hurley. 

Kentucky's moderate dimate 
and rolling farmland make it espe¬ 
cially suitable far tobacco rather 
than row crops such is com. 

Faith In Kentucky hurley 

Imports are an equal threat to 
the state's tobacco culture; Baesler 
said. If imports are not restricted, 
“the rest of this is academic.* 

fat 1992, tobacco companies im¬ 
ported 46L9 million potmds of to¬ 
bacco, up from 2S7.7 million pounds 
fat 1991 

Kentucky fanners want the gov¬ 
ernment to guarantee s market far 
their buriey, not make them switch 
to unprofitable new crops, Baesler 
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'Death’ manufactured in CaGf. 

Joe Camel is getting a run for his money - from a skull 
and crossbones. Death Cigarettes, sold in a black package 
featuring that insignia, were introduced Friday in .New 
York in the standard size of 20 Class A smokes. 

Talk about truth in advertising. 

And some are coughing up the $2.25 to try them. “They 
taste just like Carltons/’ one smoker said. 

Just a gag? No, says Charles Southwood; 55, the founder 
of Death Tobacco in Venice, Calif. 'The idea is not to 
smoke It very truthfully states what it is and w hat it does to 
you.” 

Like normal cigarets, they come with a surgeon general’s 
warning. Unlike normal cigarets. they come with a manp 
facturer’s warning: “If you don’t smoke, don’t start If 
smoke, quit” 

Allegedly “fighting fire with 
fire,” Southwood says, he hopes 
“we’re helping to diminish 
smoking in the U.S.” 

“We have a niche of young 
people 18 to 30 years old. I think 
they see the truth in it,” he says. 

But the American Cancer So¬ 
ciety is filming. “We’ve always 
known the tobaceo industry is 
selling death,” says spokesman 
William Caban, senior attending 
surgeon at Memorial Sloan-Ket- 
tering Cancer Center “This man 

is justtrying tb makg more mon- DEATH on your grocer s 
ey on it” John Webb Shelf. MTCAMMMl DAILY NEWS 
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aid. 

Philip Morris' dednon to reduce 
the price of Marlboro cigarettes 
could give that and other tobacco 
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more imported tobacco to are 
money, Northup aid. 

Philip Mania s p o k e s man jay 
fade said that would not happen 
By dropping the price, be said, the 
company expects to sell more dga- 
rent*, ana mat wai mean greater 
demand far do meat i c buriey. 

The company, which ha a 
plant in LoufaviUe that makes Mari- 
bora, buys more Kentucky buriey 
than any other firm. 

Kentucky’s tobacco culture, it 
dearly endangered, but many are 
convinced it will survive. 

In all of the cultures where 
tobacoo ha been introduced, people 
have tried to ban it, but winking 
ha continued," said John Diana, 
director of UK's Tobacco and 
Health Research Institute. 

“My guess is you couldn't abol¬ 
ish it.* he said. If you make it 
illegal, you'll have a lucrative black 
market come up; and no one wants 
that" 

McKinney thinks buriey wiD 
remain a vital crop in his lifetime. 
What happens 50 yarns from now is 
lea certain, he said. 

His advice to farmers: “Dent 
send all your children to coilege jg 
learn howtoraiKtoblcbb^' l ^ 


Tohacco troubles 


Last year, US tobacco com¬ 
panies imported 4619 million 
pounds of tobacco; mom of it 
from Braasl, Guatemala and Ma¬ 
lawi up from 257.7 million in 
199L 

The industry troubles have 
continued in 1993: 

^ • JaaJ T ; EPA repo rtsjhat 

• Feb. 2& President Clin¬ 
ton considers an cxok tax of $2 
a pack to help pay far health¬ 
care reforms. 

• March 2: US Rep. Mi- 
chad Andrews, D-Texas, files a 
bBl that would rafae the federal 
excise tax on a pack of ciga¬ 
rettes from 24 cents to $L 

• April 1: The national 
Centers far DiscaK Control and 
Prevention report an end to the 
25-year decline in smoking: 2S7 
percent of Americans anoked in 
1991, statirtkally unchanged 
from 2S5 percent in 1999. 

The report says mere blacks 
and women began smoking. The 
CDC joins the call far higher 
cigarette taxes. 

• April 2: Philip Morris 
USA announces it will reduoe 
the price of Mar&cro cigarettes 
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Cigarette ends 

CHINA has banned cigarette 
advertising and the use of 
leaders* names to promote 
products.—AFP 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jpkm0000 
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